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Leadership Notes...

Important: 
December 16, 2024
NAC Meeting at Boil Bay 
Seafood City, Norfolk, VA

Fellow Norfolk Anglers,

  The speckled trout action has really gotten good, hopefully all of you will 
have a chance to get out and enjoy. With the weather and water getting quite 
cool, please practice good cold weather fishing safety; take someone fishing 
with you, wear your PFD, and let someone know where you're going and when 
you'll be returning.   

       Will
      

  Our next big Club event is the Holiday Party, which will take the place of our 
regular December meeting. Same place and time. We've got a gift exchange 
planned, which is always great fun. 

  In lieu of a guest speaker at our December meeting we'll be holding our 
Holiday Gift Exchange. Some call it a Yankee Gift Swap or White Elephant Gift 
Exchange, whatever you want to call it, it can be a lot of fun. To participate 
bring along a wrapped gift in the $20 range. We'll collect the gift and give you a 
raffle ticket. We'll then use the ticket to randomly set the order to select a gift.
 

  Holiday Gift Exchange Rules
- Gifts range $20
- When you're selected you can pick a wrapped gift or select one that's already 
been opened.
- Gifts must be opened once selected.
- If the gift you opened is selected by someone else you can then select a 
wrapped gift or grab someone else's unwrapped gift. but you can't take back 
the one you just had.
- Gifts can only be swiped twice. Meaning, the gift once opened can be taken 
by someone else and then taken a second time. After that the gift isn't 
available to change ownership again.
- There can be only three gift "swipes" during a turn.  After the third gift 
"swipe" the next person draws an unwrapped gift...and we begin again.
         

On the Cover:  A beautiful early 
morning sunrise on the Elizabeth River 
shared by Norfolk Angler Club member 
Mike Rheinhart.
      



Holiday Party and Gift Exchange
Monday, December 16th @ 7:00pm

Boil Bay Seafood City, Norfolk

Bring a wrapped $20 gift to join in the gift exchange

Photo: W Bransom

Illustration Courtesy of www.NOAA.gov

Photo: Kevin Bryan, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/



Club Calendar

December
  Mon, Dec 3rd: Virginia Marine Resources Commission   
    meeting, 380 Fenwick Rd, Ft Monroe, VA
  Mon, Dec 16th: Norfolk Anglers Club Holiday Party, 
    Boil Bay Seafood City, Norfolk

January
  Mon, Jan 20th: Norfolk Anglers Club Regular Meeting, 
    Boil Bay Seafood City, Norfolk
  Tue, Jan 28th: Virginia Marine Resources Commission   
    meeting, 380 Fenwick Rd, Ft Monroe, VA
  Fri-Sun, Jan 31st-Feb 2nd; Mid-Atlantic Boat Show, 
    Virginia Beach Convention Center
   

 Mid-Atlantic Sports & Boat Show 
January 31st to February 2nd 

Virginia Beach Convention Center



For the 2024 Tournaments, ALL entries need to be 
submitted to NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com

Documentation from Virginia or North Carolina 
Fisheries or Wildlife agencies, as well as, the Norfolk 

Anglers Club Prize Fish paperwork is acceptable.

****Virginia Saltwater Tournament (Saltwater) or 
Department of Wildlife Resources (Freshwater) 
Citation paperwork or the Norfolk Anglers Club 
Prize Fish entry form must be submitted to James 
"Ike" Eisenhower via email to 
NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com

Species Name (#Entries) Species Name (#Entries)
Crappie James Eisenhower (9) Speckled Trout Will Bransom (1)

Russell Willoughby (7) Henry Troutner (1)
Henry Troutner (1) James Eisenhower (1)
Bill Seemueller (1) Bert Sainz (1)

Mary Troutner (1)
Chain Pickerel James Eisenhower(1)

Bill Seemueller (1) Red Drum Henry Troutner (2)

Black Sea Bass Jere Humphrey (1)
Mike Davis (1)

Spadefish George Langdon (1)
Mary Troutner (1)

Cobia Greg Rogers (1)

Flounder Ned Smith (1)
Bert Sainz (2)

Sheepshead Marty Schriebl (1)

Blueline Tilefish Mike Davis (1)
Will Bransom (1)
Mike Hubert (2)
Jere Humphrey (1)

Tautog Mike Hubert (1)

White perch Mary Troutner (1)

Freshwater Saltwater

Norfolk Anglers Club Prize Fish Entries
1 January - 30 November 2024

Club Prize Fish Tournament, RedFish "Spots' Tournament, and the Oyster Toadfish 
Tournament all close out on December 31st. The Prize fish entries are listed above.  
We've received the following entries for the Spots and OT tournaments from the 
following;

Redfish "Spots" Entries: Mary Troutner (1), Marty Schreibl (1), Henry Troutner (1), 
Alex Perez, Sr. (1), 

Oyster Toad Fish Entries: Mary Troutner (1)

If you believe your entries are not shown please forward them to 
NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com



Club Members Tournament 
for 2024

Redfish "Spots" Tournament
Rules

- Must be a Norfolk Anglers Club Member
- Tournament for fish caught between January 1, 2024 and December 31, 2024
- Must have the Norfolk Anglers Club decal in the photo with the fish on a measuring device* showing the total 
length of the fish. See NAC Prize Fish Contest Rules for measuring info. *Entries received with decal and no 
measurement can only be judged by number of spots.  Photo entries without a decal or measurement tape are not 
accepted.
- Red Drum/Redfish up to 26 inches in length only and caught in Virginia and North Carolina waters
- Awards determined by 1st: number of Spots (on one side), 2nd: Largest Fish up to 26 inches, 3rd: Date of Catch
- Entries submitted on the Club Prize Fish Entry Form with photo (can be sent electronically to; 
NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com
- No entry fee except the cost of the decal ($1)
- $50.00 Gift Card to the 1st Place Angler, $25.00 Gift Card for the 2nd Place Angler.

Oyster Toadfish Tournament
Rules

- Must be a Norfolk Anglers Club Member
- Tournament for fish caught between January 1, 2024 and December 31, 2024
- Awards determined by; 
 1. Total Weight 
 2. Date of catch 
 3. Date of entry submission
- Additional Award for Best Oyster Toad Photo
- Entries submitted by email to NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com 
in the form of a Fishing Report; who was fishing, stating total 
weight, with photo of the fish on the scale
- Weighing need not be on a certified scale and may be done 
by the angler, just try an avoid weighing fish on a pitching boat
- No entry fee (we would never charge a fee for catching Toads)
- Winners will be determined by our Tournament Director 

Alex "AJ" Perez, Jr. 
Oyster Toadfish Tournament Director (TOTTD)





9 NOV: This day was exciting. John Curry, Mary, and I won the 24th Annual James River Striped Bass Tournament.

John Curry, Mary, and I have fished at the James River Striped Bass Tournament for three years. We've placed in a 
couple of categories, but this year, it was “First Place.” Tournament rules allow a team to submit two legal (19”-24”) 
fish for a total weight win. The tournament sponsors the local YMCA and donates $15,000 to them. It has a great 
Captain's meeting on Friday night: Oysters, BBQ, Brunswick Stew, and all the fixings with beer & wine included. 
That in itself is a reason to participate. 

The weather outlook was not good, with 20 MPH winds with gusts of 28. We met at John’s dock at 6:15 AM, one of 
the only times the weatherman was right. The wind was howling. With an outgoing current, we fished until about 9 
am without a bite, took a break, and went to 
breakfast (Lazy Fisherman). Returning to the 
water and an incoming current, we made several 
passes trolling with no luck, then set up to fish 
some eels. That was the trick, and the bite was 
on. We caught five Rockfish (releasing 2), all 22 
to 23 3/4 inches. Mary and John had the two 
biggest and took First Place in the tournament. 
Mary also won the “Lady Angler Award.” It was 
an exciting day fishing, with the win coming in 
the last hour of fishing.

    - Henry Troutner



20 Nov: I left MorningStar Marina 
at 6 am. Going tog fishing at the 
CBBT. Like every other tautog 
angler out there, I have my favorite 
bridge pilings and I fished only 2 
pilings. 

  I fished with my friend Jake. We 
got our limit of taugs, one trigger, 
and two keeper red drum. We also 
released 12 taugs. We got back to 
the dock at 12:30 pm. Just a 
fantastic half of day of taug fishing 
with perfect weather in the bay.

- Jere Humphrey

Congratulations!!!  
Mary, Henry, and John!!!

1st Place Team
24th Annual James River Striped 

Bass Tournament

Mary Troutner
Lady Angler Award



14 Nov: Last minute decision to launch the skiff at the Elizabeth 
River Park on a cool morning. I fished only one spot deciding 
to focus on tagging speckled trout for the Virginia Game Fish 
Tagging Program (VGFTP).  I set up just south of the Interstate 
64 High Rise Bridge at the entrance to the Deep Creek channel. 
I rigged up with chartreuse Gulp curly tails and spent three 
hours tagging trout on the falling tide. Surface water 
temperature was 63.0ºF. The fish averaged 10-12.5 inches with 
a few measuring 14".  
  Spoke with a few other "Trout Trollers" and they seemed to 
be doing pretty well trolling the deeper water on a slow troll.

- Will Bransom

27 Nov: Fished the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel pilings 
and 2nd Island spline with my friends Mike & Alex on my 
boat.  Leaving out of Morningstar Marina (Little Creek) we 
found not so calm seas.  Decided to try fishing the protected 
side of the 2nd Island and landed on some really nice 
tautogs.  No piling fishing this trip!!

My bait of choice is fiddler crabs but as the 
cooler weather approaches they're hard to 
come by and today it was all blue crabs.  
We used dropper rigs with cut blue crab 
and found the tautogs hungry!  I donated 
the filleted carcasses to the VMRC Marine 
Collections freezer at the Lynnhaven Boat 
Ramp (Crab Creek).  

- Jere Humphrey



19 NOV:  Mary, John Curry, and I fished the Shamrock out of Dandy 
Point.  We started at the Back River Reef and moved around various 
structures with a slow but steady bite of tautogs and black sea bass.  
Of course, we caught our share of oyster toadfish, a speckled trout, 
and a sheepshead. About mid-day we ran to the Big D barge, and the 
action started pretty good with the tautog and sea bass, but after 
another 20 minutes the current slacked and the bite shut down. All of 
the fish were short, tagged and released for the Virginia Game Fish 
tagging Program. Most were caught on frozen fiddlers or shedders I 
had saved from earlier in the year, and a few were caught on minnows, 
squid, or clam.

 - Henry Troutner 

20 NOV:  It looks like the last nice day before a blow, so John 
Curry, Mary, and I headed out on the James for a few hours of 
Striper fishing. We spent some time on the Chuckatuck, where 
Mary caught and released a 28 1/2”.  John wanted to check on 
something, and as I wasn’t fishing, he told me to watch his rod. 
A minute later, it bent over. I grabbed the rod and got the fish 
almost to the boat when it threw the hook. Both were hooked 
on Eels. We then moved to the JRB to troll Stretches. Mary 
landed precisely 24” on a red/white, which went in the box. 
Another pass along the bridge with no luck, and we headed in. 
Once again, Mary landed our only fish, “What’s with THAT!!”

- Henry Troutner 

Interested in joining the VGFTP as a Volunteer 
Tagger?  Registration opens in December with a 
Tagging Workshop in the spring.  Learn more 
about the program by visiting the VMRC website 
or the Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
website and search for the Virginia Game Fish 
Tagging Program.



30 Oct: Jimmie Robinson 
will tell you the bluefish 
were still terrorizing 
Lynnhaven on Halloween!

27 Nov: I took a quick trip to the Chuckatuck and caught a 
20 inch striper on the second pass on the bridge. The striper 
was caught on a red-and-white stretch lure on the outgoing tide. 
I then headed back to my home dock and found Henry Troutner 
without a fishing rod or tackle box but with a pressure washer!  
For me, life is more than fair; for Henry, I don't know.

- John Curry

14 NOV: I had wanted to fish some wrecks for Tautog, but as usual, the 
weatherman changed the forecast for the worst. So, John Curry, Mary, and I fished 
closer to home in John’s boat. We started trolling for Rockfish with no luck, then 
switched to Eels. We had five or six run off and managed to land two fish, both 
just under 24”, so they hit the fish box. We moved on to check the Speckled Trout 
and Red Drum bite at the mouth of the Chuckatuck. Didn’t even get a bite. We 
made it back before the rain started.

- Henry Troutner



5 Nov: I was invited to fish with Mike Hubert 
on his Sea Pro with a mission to tag fish for 
the Game Fish Tagging Program. Mike's 
always been great fishing on my boat, 
catching fish for my tagging efforts. It was 
a real treat to get our on his recently refitted 
boat for a day of fishing.  

  We departed out of Little Creek Cove 
Marina and went straight to the Chesapeake 
Bay Bridge Tunnel 2nd island spline. Setting 
up in about 17ft of water  Mike's recently 
added Rodan trolling motor made that too
easy!   We started out fishing cut blue crab 
on single bottom rigs and landed seven
tautog ranging from 13-19 inches. Mike 
also entered his 19 inch tautog for a Club 
Prize Fish entry. Then the black sea bass 
decided they wanted in on the action!  
Mike and I tagged and released another 
45 sea bass, all undersized with the 
largest 12 5/8 inches. Mike also caught a nice 23 3/8 inch slot red 
drum. Mike wanted to tag and release that one as well and catch it 
another day. Of the 53 fish we tagged that day I've gotten recapture 
notifications on four of the sea bass. All of them caught at the CBBT 
2nd Island and released with their tag intact. Thanks again Mike, for 
a great day of fishing!!

- Will Bransom

You'll easily recognize a tagged fish by the orange color tag near its dorsal 
fin. If you plan to release the fish or if it's undersized carefully handle the fish 
using wet hands or rag, write down the tag number or take a clear photo of 
the number, measure the fish's total length (closed mouth and pinched tail), 
note the location caught, and then make your report to VMRC via the Virginia 
Saltwater Journal or call the report in to the Tagging Program at (757) 491-
5160.

  Sometimes the tag is covered in algae or other growth. A rag can 
sometimes wipe away the growth but avoid scraping the tag which can 
remove the numbering. If necessary cut off the tag and release the fish.



18 Nov: I fished around the Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel 
(HRBT) and Fort Wool. Using cut Blue Crab and frozen Shrimp, I 
used weighted 2/0 circle hooks with 25 pound test leader to fish 
the incoming tide around the pilings and rocks. Throughout the 
morning I was able to catch a couple of Red Drum up to 25 
inches and a 17 inch Tautog. All fish were tagged and released 
for the Virginia Game Fish Tagging Program.

- Alex Perez, Sr.

25 Nov:  My brother Chip Hubert from Omaha Nebraska came 
into town for Thanksgiving. He was going to be here for six 
days. I planned to fish as many days as practical. We only 
managed one day fishing. I missed a day by not getting bait 
Tuesday. Monday was very hectic on the boat and we only 
got one picture of the seabass. We took the Sea Pro 238 to 
the sailboat along the CBBT. We caught a lot of fish but only 
we kept a 15" seabass and a 17" tog for supper. Mom likes 
fresh fish so Chip made a white wine, shallot, tarragon, and 
butter recipe that was very delicious.    - Mike Hubert



29 Nov: On a cold Friday, I fished with my NJ crew in the 
Elizabeth River around the Norfolk International Terminals 
using Z-Man Curly Tailz and Berkley Gulp Swimming Mullet 
on 1/4 ounce jig heads. Jigging close to the rocks and pilings 
we caught a nice mix of Striped Bass, Speckled Trout, Black 
Sea Bass, and Red Drum. We fished during the falling tide in 
53 degree surface water temperature.
        - Alex Perez, Sr.




