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Leadership Notes...
Fellow Norfolk Anglers,

  June was a busy month for us!  Many Thanks to all our Volunteers who 
supported the Children's Headboat Fishing Trips, our Clean the Bay Day, and 
the Children's Surf Fishing Clinic.  We have plenty more events planned for 
July and August, please consider signing up for these events.

  We have lots of fishing reports this month as the fishing continually 
improves. I've heard lots of cobia have been spotted hanging around the Wind 
Turbines and the inshore wrecks are holding triggerfish, spadefish, and 
sheepshead.  Enjoy the opportunities while the weather is good, take photos, 
and send in you report!

  Lastly, my apologies for a later than normal newsletter.  I've been under the 
weather lately recovering from Covid. Thank you for the many Well Wishes, 
I'm back, lets go fishing! 

       Will
      

Meeting
Guest Speaker: Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind Project Update

 We Welcome the Dominion 
Energy Team to our July 
Meeting for an update on 
the CVOW Project. Lots of 
activity in the area and more 
than 108 monopiles have been 
placed. Join us on July 21st 
and the get latest information.
 

On The Cover: Norfolk Anglers Club 
member Capt Mike Davis, Greg Rogers, 
Mike Burton, and Mike Hubert returning 
from a day fishing offshore.  Read more 
about their trip in this edition. 

      

Important: 
July 21, 2025 at 7:00pm
NAC Meeting at Boil Bay 
Seafood City, Norfolk, VA



Club Calendar

July
  Thur, Jul 10th; NPS Children's Surf Fishing Clinic, Back Bay WR
  Mon, Jul 14th; Children's Headboat Trip and Cookout
  Mon, Jul 21st; Norfolk Anglers Club Regular Meeting, Boil Bay 
    Seafood City, Norfolk
  Mon, Jul 21st; Children's Headboat Trip and Cookout
   Tue, Jul 22nd: Virginia Marine Resources Commission    
    meeting, 380 Fenwick Rd, Ft Monroe, VA
  Thur, Jul 24th; NPS Children's Surf Fishing Clinic, 
    Back Bay WR

August
  Mon, Aug 4th; Children's Headboat Trip and Cookout
  Thur, Aug 7th; NPS Children's Surf Fishing Clinic, Back Bay WR
  Mon, Aug 18th; Norfolk Anglers Club Regular Meeting, Boil Bay 
    Seafood City, Norfolk
   Tue, Aug 28th: Virginia Marine Resources Commission   
    meeting, 380 Fenwick Rd, Ft Monroe, VA
  Thur, Aug 21st; NPS Children's Surf Fishing Clinic, 
    Back Bay WR



Club Members Tournament 
for 2025

Redfish "Spots" Tournament
Rules

- Must be a Norfolk Anglers Club Member
- Tournament for fish caught between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025
- Must have the Norfolk Anglers Club decal in the photo with the fish on a measuring device* showing the total 
length of the fish. See NAC Prize Fish Contest Rules for measuring info. *Entries received with decal and no 
measurement can only be judged by number of spots.  Photo entries without a decal or measurement tape are not 
accepted.
- Red Drum/Redfish up to 26 inches in length only and caught in Virginia and North Carolina waters
- Awards determined by 1st: number of Spots (on one side), 2nd: Largest Fish up to 26 inches, 3rd: Date of Catch
- Entries submitted on the Club Prize Fish Entry Form with photo (can be sent electronically to; 
NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com
- No entry fee except the cost of the decal ($1)
- $50.00 Gift Card to the 1st Place Angler, $25.00 Gift Card for the 2nd Place Angler.
     Entries to date: Alex Perez (1), Will Bransom (1)

Oyster Toadfish Tournament
Rules

- Must be a Norfolk Anglers Club Member
- Tournament for fish caught between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025
- Awards determined by; 
 1. Total Weight 
 2. Date of catch 
 3. Date of entry submission
- Additional Award for Best Oyster Toad Photo
- Entries submitted by email to NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com 
in the form of a Fishing Report; who was fishing, stating total 
weight, with photo of the fish on the scale
- Weighing need not be on a certified scale and may be done 
by the angler, just try an avoid weighing fish on a pitching boat
- No entry fee (we would never charge a fee for catching Toads)
- Winners will be determined by our Tournament Director 

Alex "AJ" Perez, Jr. 
Oyster Toadfish Tournament Director (TOTTD)

     Entries to date: None...yet!



RECEIVE $30 OFF MEMBERSHIP.
Promo code: FCD30 

Sea Tow Hampton Roads 
seatow.com \ 757-496-1999

© 2024, Sea Tow Services International, Inc. which owns, uses and licenses  
its trademarks. All rights reserved. No implied licenses granted. C-154-24

BUILT TO 
RESPOND

Join or renew today.

Offshore coverage

Priority service for members

Unlimited towing with no distance or 
dollar limits in your home area

Service for every boat a member 
owns, rents, or bareboat charters

Offer only valid through December 31, 2025. May not be combined with any other offer.

TM

****Virginia Saltwater Tournament (Saltwater) or 
Department of Wildlife Resources (Freshwater) Citation 
paperwork or the Norfolk Anglers Club Prize Fish entry 
form must be submitted to James "Ike" Eisenhower via 
email to NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com

Species Name (#Entries) Species Name (#Entries)
Crappie James Eisenhower (8) Red Drum Mary Troutner (1)

Bill Seemueller (1)
Black Drum Henry Troutner (1)

Largemouth Bass Bill Seemueller (3)
Mike Rheinhart (10) Sheepshead Henry Troutner (2)

Alex Perez, Sr. (1)
Chain Pickerel Bill Seemueller (1)

Wahoo Greg Rogers (1)
Gar Bill Seemueller (1)

Blueline Tilefish Mike Hubert (3)
White Perch Bill Seemueller (5)

Yellow Perch Bill Seemueller (3)

Freshwater Saltwater

Norfolk Anglers Club Prize Fish Entries
1 January - 30 June 2025



East Ocean View Community Center Children's Fishing Trip - June 16th
  What a great start to the summer fishing season than to take kids from the Norfolk City Recreation Program out on 
a Headboat fishing trip on the Nancy Ann followed up with lunch at the East Ocean View Community Center.  Many 
THANKS to our Volunteers who made it possible; Greg Rogers, Wes Waters, Karen Schrader, Mike Hubert, Matt 
Hargis (VMRC), Lt Matt Dize (VMP), Tarisha Duckett (VMP), and Steve York (VMP).  This event wouldn't be possible 
without your support and funding from the Virginia Saltwater Recreational Fishing Development Fund, the Norfolk 
Anglers Club, and generous donations of time & material from our membership and SeaTow Hampton Roads.
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  The Norfolk Anglers Club was pleased to Welcome Chief Pat Geer from the Virginia Marine Resources Commission 
to our June meeting.  Chief Geer holds a degree in Biology with a Marine Science Minor from the State University of 
New York (Oswego) and a Master's Degree in Biology Oceanography from Old Dominion University.  He began his 
career at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science and served as the Chief of Marine Fisheries for the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources before joining the Virginia Marine Resources Commission in 2018. 

  The Fisheries Management Division is responsible for managing the state's recreational and commercial saltwater 
fisheries.  The division manages a variety of saltwater species and creates Fishery Management Plans (FMP) to 
achieve and maintain sustainable fisheries, and recommends regulation changes, such as season changes, size & 
possession limits, to the Commission.  They work closely with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC), and the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC).  The 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) was established by Congress in 1942 and comprises of 14 
east coast states from Maine to Florida and includes Pennsylvania, District of Columbia, the Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission (PRFC) , NOAA Fisheries, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  ASMFC is a partnership among states 
to develop fisheries management solutions for shared species.  Their authority resides within individual  
                     state waters out to 3 nautical 
                miles.  There are two other 
                federal fisheries management 
                Councils that anglers in Virginia 
                should be familier with.  The 
                South Atlantic Marine Fisheries 
                Council (SAFMC) and the Mid-
                Atlantic Fisheries Management 
                Council are two of the eight 
                regional management councils 
                authorized by the Magnuson-
                Stevens Fishery Conservation 
                and Management Act in 1976 to 
                management fisheries within U.S. 
                Federal Waters (3nm to 200nm).  
                The Virginia Marine Resources 
                Commission has representation at 
each of these organizations and works in cooperation to develop fishery management plans and management 
decisions to preserve our fisheries.

  These Councils and Commission rely on Fishery Management Plans (FMP), which define the 
scope of each  fishery, defines the management objectives with regard to optimized yield and 
maximum sustainable yield, includes commercial and recreational fisheries, and is guided by 
scientific data.  The management plans undergo a lengthy transparent and public review 
process at the federal and state level.  They are periodically updated with an Amendment 
or Addendum process, which undergo the same public review process.  Throughout the 
process the public is encouraged to participate during the comment period, at the Council 
and Commission meetings, and through written input.  Chief Geer shared public input and 
participation is always welcome and most influential in the early stages of the process. 

Virginia Marine Resources Commission 
Chief Pat Geer, Chief of Fisheries Management Division

Courtesy of VMRC
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  Once management decisions complete the federal level review and approval process individual states then have 
the role of modifying their regulations to comply.  States can be more conservative than the federal Commission 
and Council action but not less.  Chief Geer shared that along with participating in the Council/Commission 
process the public can participate in the Virginia 
Public Comment process.  VMRC has established 
a number of Advisory Committees made up of 
volunteers from the public, commercial and 
recreational fishing sectors to represent the 
public's interest.  These Advisory Committees 
review the recommendations the VMRC Staff 
proposes to comply with the FMP changes before 
making their recommendations to the Marine 
Resources Commission for regulatory change.

   The VMRC Advisory Committees are just one 
opportunity for the public to support the Virginia 
Marine Fisheries.  Chief Geer shared there a 
number of VMRC programs for anglers to 
participate and benefit from.  The Virginia Saltwater Journal, Saltwater Tournament, Recreational Assessment 
Program, Game Fish Tagging Program, and Fisherman'a Identification Program, and VMRC Mobile App.

Courtesy of VMRC

Saltwater Tournament Citations,  Created in 2007 the Saltwater Journal 
provides anglers with a method to keep a record of their fishing experiences, 
document their catch, and make required harvest reporting if and when 
required.  The Saltwater Journal provides Fisheries Managers with data to 
analyze recreational catch reporting and fishing trends.  In 2023 VMRC 
included a new section for voluntary cobia catch reporting to assist Fisheries 
Managers with data for the cobia stock assessment.  It also has links to the 
Marine Sportfish Collections Program, Virginia Game Fish Tagging Program 
Annual Report & Reporting a Tagged Fish and Artificial Reef Locations & 
Information.  

 

 The Virginia Saltwater Tournament is the oldest recreational angling 
program at VMRC.  It began in 1958 as an effort to grow Virginia's 
recreational fishing industry.  State Record weight citations are eligible  
on 28 species with release citations on 24 species.  The program is free 
to participate with program Weigh Stations at many Bait & Tackle 
Shops.  The program has details on how and what requirements are 
needed for State Citations.
  The Junior Angler Expert Awards Program was expanded in 2025 to 
include additional species.  It's designed for our Anglers 15 years old 
and younger.  
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Photo courtesy Chris Harris

         The Recreational Assessment Program includes a biological sampling  
     program under the Marine Sportfish Collections Program which began in 1998 
     with funding by the Federal Sport Fish Restoration Program and the Virginia 
     Marine Resources Commission.  Located at VMRC at 
     Fort Monroe, the Age & Growth Lab analyzes donated 
     fish carcasses to determine growth patterns, aging, 
     and sex for fourteen recreationally important saltwater 
     species in Virginia.  This information aids fishery 
     scientists conducting stock assessments to determine 
     the health of a fishery and establish recommendations 
     for future harvest levels.
 
  Participation in the project is easy!  After cleaning your catch, deposit the filleted 
carcasses (head/tail intact) at one of the collection freezers located around Hampton 
Roads.  Species important to recreational fishing are: Cobia, Red and Black Drum, 
Sheepshead, Spanish Mackerel, Speckled Trout (Spotted Sea Trout), Tautog, Blueline Tilefish, Golden Tilefish, 
Snowy Grouper, Warsaw Grouper, Wreckfish, Bluefish (greater than 16 pounds or 32 inches) and Spadefish (greater 
than 22 inches).

  2025 marks the 30th Anniversary of the Virginia Game Fish Tagging Program.  
VGFTP is a cooperative project of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) 
and the Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC). The overall goal of the 
program is to train and maintain an experienced group of recreational anglers 
who volunteer their time and effort to tag and release their fish catch. Our target 
species include: black drum, black sea bass, cobia, summer flounder, red drum, 
sheepshead, spadefish, speckled trout, tautog and grey triggerfish. We have a 
minimum size limit for tagging for black sea bass (6.5" or greater) and summer 
flounder (12" and greater).  The program accepts new volunteers in January with a 
training workshop held in the spring. The training includes proper fish-handling and tagging 
techniques, procedures for the accurate reporting of tag events, and the goals and philosophy of the VGFTP. 
Anglers also practice inserting tags in fish to clarify questions about proper tagging technique, reinforce proper 
fish handling, and allow anglers to become familiar with the tagging process while under supervision. 

  The Virginia Fisherman Identification Program (FIP) is a no-charge state program to register annually saltwater 
anglers that do not by law require a license. Registration with the Virginia Fisherman Identification Program is 
      required for anglers age 16 and older who are exempt 
      under state law from having to buy a saltwater fishing 
      license (such as those who fish on a boat licensed to 
      cover all anglers; from a commercial pier or private 
      property; or who are age 65 and older).
          
        The VMRC Mobile is an online resource that facilitates
      access to many of VMRC's resources.  Entering "VMRC 
      Mobile" in your web browser will access Recreational 
      fishing and crabbing regulations, the Virginia Saltwater 
      Journal, FIP, research Habitat permits, review Shellfish 
      leases, VMRC Maps, and VMRC Contact Information.     



Clean the Bay Day - June 7th!!  
  We had a dedicated crew of Norfolk Anglers at the East Ocean View Community Center on a Saturday morning to 
help clean up the playgrounds and shoreline.  Many thanks to Mike Hubert, Sam Justice and Zena, Chris & Lasalle 
Webb, Kathy & Steve Ludwig, George Grinnan, and Will Bransom.  



Speckled Trout
Club Members Tournament

May 1st - November 30th 2025

 - This is a Norfolk Anglers Club Members tournament running from May 1st until November 30th
 - Targeted Species is Speckled Trout (any length) 
 - $10 Entry Fee due before fishing
 - For fish caught in Virginia and/or North Carolina waters only
 - This is a Total Length Tournament Only
 - Winner determined by; 1. Total Length of fish, 2. Date of Catch, 3. Date of entry submission
 - 1st Place $50 Gift Card and 2nd Place $25 Gift Card
 - All fishing must be in accordance with State fishing regulations for recreational anglers
 - Entries must be submitted via the Norfolk Anglers Prize Fish Entry Form (Available at   
   www.NorfolkAnglersClub.com) and submitted by email to NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com

June 8: Early Sunday, 6/8/25, Mike Burton, Mike Hubert, and Greg Rogers joined me for an early morning 
departure for an offshore trip to 10 miles south of The Cigar. We had limited success on targeted yellowfin tuna, 
but Greg did catch a Virginia Saltwater Tournament Citation for a 47# yahoo. 
           - Mike Davis



June 21: Alex Perez invited Mary & I to fish for Sheepsheads on his boat out of Lynnhaven.  We arrived at 6:50AM 
to a line of boats waiting to launch that extended to Shore Drive.  Alex had already launched and was waiting for 
us.  First stop the pilings past the 2nd Island, where Alex’s side scan showed some fish hanging.  We fished these 
for a while but when the fish were not cooperating we moved to the Big D.  Second drop I landed a 25” State 
Release Citation Sheepshead.  Between the strong current and slow bite Alex decided to move to the 2nd Island.  
There the bite was on. Alex & I each landed a NAC release citation for Sheepshead, and we all landed numerous 
Togs, a BSB and a Trigger.  We went through over 120 Fiddlers and tagger & released all but one Sheepshead.  
Thanks Alex for a great day on the water.  
           - Henry Troutner

June 3: Was invited aboard Mike Hubert's Glacier Bay for a day of CBBT fishing with 
Dave Steel.  We had real nice weather for the day and setup initially at the CBBT Bend 
area south of the third island for flounder.  We caught a few undersized flounder and of 
course our share of hungry oystertoads.  As the morning wore on we shifted to the 
islands.  I got the opportunity to tag and release some flounder, the first of the season 
for me.
    - Will Bransom



June 3: John's Curry and George Langdon went out on John's boat to try 
our luck at stripers, perch or puppy drum. Incoming tide, light wind and no 
sign of a striper or perch but managed to hook up a 19" puppy on a float 
with a minnow. Had a couple bites but only got the one.
     
      - George Langdon

June 13: Our lucky Friday the 13.  John Curry’s nice, Kay, and her 
husband, Tom, were visiting from Michigan and wanted to fish the 
Atlantic Ocean.  The weather was calling for a steady 10 KTS but, out 
of the SW and scattered showers.  We launched at Owl, which at the 
time had all ramps open.  We ran to the Tower to try for Spadefish and 
weren’t disappointed.  Before we got 4 lines in the water Mary had a 
nice 6+ lbs Spade on.  We fished the tower from 8AM to 11AM with 
steady catch of spades for everyone.  The chop had laid down and we 
headed to the Santore to give Kay & Tom a taste of bottom fishing.  
There we had a steady catch of bottom feeders including; Tog, BSB, 
Triggers, 2 big Eels, and Tom’s 20” Flounder.  We only kept 2 Spades, 
a Trigger and the Flounder so I got a lot of tagging in and 
my first Trigger fish DNA samples.
         - Henry Troutner

June 22:  Mike Burton took Mike Hubert and Gregg Rogers offshore tuna 
fishing and tile fishing on his 25 Carolina Classic Shearwater. The plan 
was to troll until about 11:00am then switch over to deep dropping.
 The weather was going to be SW at 5 to 10 and we anticipated a smooth 
ride to the canyon. Strangely, the ride to the canyon was in fact smooth!
 The SW wind apparently blew the dirty water out to the area which the 
day before was deep blue and full of tuna. We did manage 1 40" YFT on 
the starboard side rigger bait.
 The drift didn't allow us to fish effectively for golden tilefish so we 
stopped east of the Ocean Venture to drop for blueline. We caught a 9 
fish limit in about an hour. Mike Hubert caught an 11lb 8oz citation and a 
9lb and 8lb NAC prize fish too.
     - Mike Hubert



June 7:  Marty Schriebl invited Mary & I to fished the 
James River in his Center Console.  The weather was 
beautiful and we planned to fish several locations & 
methods.  We started trolling at the JRB where Mary 
connected with a 20.5” Striper and I caught a nice size 
Bluefish.  Both were caught on red/white Stretches with 
the Striper going in the box and the Bluefish released.  
We moved to the NIT area and fished Shedder s & 
Fiddlers with no luck.  From there to the MMBT and 
again no luck.  We moved to the mouth of the 
Chuckatuck but the water was so low the bottom of the 
boat was scrapping bottom with the motor up.  Before 
heading to the ramp we tried trolling the JRB again but 
the fish just didn’t cooperate.  All in all a nice day on 
the water with good people and a couple fish.    
       - Henry Troutner

June 2:  Traveled back home to spend some time with my Daughter in 
western New York, Southeast of Rochester.  We had an opportunity to 
fish Keuke Lake and had a blast catching Rock Bass (Red Eyes) and 
Smallmouth Bass  
     - Jere Humphrey

Jere's EXACT 
Fishing Spot



June 1: I launched at Willoughby boat ramp to fish the end of the 
out going tide at HRBT.  My plan was to fish around the bridge 
until the sun was high enough to search for Cobia.  I chose not to 
fish the bridge due to a high amount of construction going on in 
different areas so I began fishing around Fort Wool.  Throwing a 2.5 
inch Gulp mullet on a 1/8 ounce jig head, I caught a Speckled 
Trout, a small Red Drum, and numerous small Flounder and 
Croaker.

 I moved off to Thimble Shoal Light using frozen shrimp and caught 
two small Tautog.  Once the sun was high enough, I ventured out 
to Bluefish Rock Reef scanning the area for schools of bait that will 
hopefully have Cobia following behind.  After three hours of 
cruising out to the CY buoy and back, I saw very little bait and no 
Cobia.  The water surface temperature was 67 degrees.

     - Alex Perez

June 1:  Our PA relatives, Jane & Mike McGinley 
were visiting this weekend.  Sunday was a 
beautiful day so we took them out on the 
Shamrock to show off the James River.  After 
viewing the Newport News Ship Yard and Norfolk 
Naval Base we made a couple stops to wet a line.  
We fished at NIT with nothing but bait stealers 
around.  Our next stop was the MMBT.  On our 
first drop, Jane caught a nice eating size Black 
Drum.  Bait was Shedder Crab.   
    
    - Henry Troutner

June 23: I left Rudee inlet and ran out to the Tiger wreck for a couple of hours in the 
afternoon.  Using frozen clams and Shrimp I set up on the wreck and was 
immediately surrounded by a large school of Spadefish.  I took two clams and cut 
them into quarter inch pieces.  Using a 1/4 ounce lead, 15 lb fluorocarbon leader to 
an Eagle Claw #4 circle hook, I sprinkled a few pieces of clam into the water.  Among 
the pieces was my baited hook.  I did this routine for about an hour catching four 
Spadefish 11-14 inches.  They weren’t readily biting but with patience, they did bite.
Using frozen shrimp, a three ounce banker sinker with a dropper loop rig attached 
with a 3/0 hook, I dropped down to the wreck catching three 10-12 inch Black Sea 
Bass and an 11 inch Triggerfish.  All fish were tagged and released for the Virginia 
Game Fish Tagging Program.
     - Alex Perez



June 9: I returned to HRBT after work and took advantage of a cloudless afternoon with calm winds.  I raced out 
to Bluefish Rock Reef and slowed down to scan the area for signs of life.  I immediately noticed the water 
temperature was 77 degrees which was ten degrees warmer than a week earlier, and it showed.  The area was 
alive with life showing sea gulls swarming and pelicans diving into the water on bait schools.  I slowly motored 
along and saw my first Cobia of the year.  It swam so close to the 
boat that I was able to see that it was previously tagged with what 
appeared to be a Virginia Game Fish Tagging Program tag.  
I wasn’t able to cast to it in time but it was neat to see.  A few 
minutes later, another surface cruising Cobia snuck up on me and 
sounded before I could introduce my bucktail.  I did see one more 
Cobia that chose to eat my bucktail as I pulled it past it.  This fish 
measured 32 inches before being tagged and released.     
        - Alex Perez

June 26:  Bert Sainz and I went to the CBBT 3rd island for 
flounder. Tide was near slack and 81 degrees. We began fishing 
with last year's flounder belly as bait and hooked up with our 1st 
keeper. We fished until 11:30 am then headed back to the dock 
before the heat would fry us. We finished with 7 keeper flounder 
and 3 or more throw back. Capt. Bert picked up a solid 24"er. 
The rest were 22s, 20s and an 18". We also caught 3 nice 
bluefish and some toads. Great to be out on the water again.  
    
     - Ned Smith

2109 West Great Neck Road, Ste 107
Virginia Beach, VA.  23451

www.marineconcepts.net

(757) 313 8787

Specializing in Used Yacht Sales



Back Bay Wildlife Refuge Summer Children's Surf Fishing Clinic
      Looking for a new beach fishing experience this summer?  Back Bay Wildlife Refuge will be hosting 
    their Summer Fishing Clinics beginning in June.  No previous fishing experience is needed.  All the 
    fishing gear is provided and local angling clubs will be there to help out.  This program is open to 
children 7-15 years old and runs from 9-noon.  Pre-Registration is required as these events fill up fast. Register 
online at https://forms.office.com/g/EPG1ZG7GTT beginning April 15th. Or call (757)301-7329 ext 3106.  
2025 Dates are; June 26, July 10, July 24, August 7, and August 21. 

Tautog Opens July 1st and Black Sea Bass Closes July 16th
Tautog will open for harvest again on July 1st and remain open until the end of the year.  Black Sea Bass will close 
on July 15th and remain closed until August 5th.  The Black Sea Bass closure during the season accounts for the 
federally mandated recreational harvest reduction and for the sea bass harvested during the February special 
season.

Virginia Junior Expert Angler Awards Program
Are you 15 or younger and love fishing in Virginia’s saltwater? You could earn your very own Junior Expert Angler 
Citation Plaque - just by catching and releasing some of our amazing saltwater species.

Whether you’re fishing off a pier, the beach, or from a boat leaving a Virginia port, your saltwater adventure could 
land you official recognition from the Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament.

To earn your Junior Expert Angler Award, here's what you'll need to do:
 - Be 15 or younger on January 1st of the year you're fishing
 - Catch and release qualifying saltwater species with rod and reel
 - Fish must be caught in Virginia Marine waters, the Chesapeake Bay, or the Atlantic Ocean (and boats must 
 launch and return to Virginia)
 - Get a witness to each catch and complete the Junior Citation Form
 - Submit your form by December 31st of the same year
 - There's no entry fee - just fun and recognition

Fish Species Youth Citation Length
Atlantic Puffer  8 inches,  Oyster Toad, Spot, Pinfish, Hogfish 10 inches, Bluefish, Croaker, Kingfish 12 inches
Sea Robin 14 inches, Speckled & Grey Trout 16 inches, Red Drum, Houndfish 18 inches, Flounder 22 inches

Go to the VMRC Website and download your Junior Citation Form and mail or email it to;
Mail to: Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament, Building 96, 380 Fenwick Road, Ft. Monroe, VA 23651
Email scanned form to: Virginia Saltwater Tournament Director at Matt.Hargis@mrc.virginia.gov






