THE NORFOLK ANGLERS CLUB

WIRELINE

JUNE 2025

What's Inside

Guest Speaker: Pat Geer, Chief Fisheries Management Division, Virginia
Marine Resources Commission

Fishing Tips: Cobia Fishing with Chris Harris

Fishing Reports;
- Rudee Inlet: Puppy Drum, Bluefish, Black Drum, Speckled Trout
- CBBT/Inshore Wrecks: Tautog, Black Sea Bass
- Elizabeth River: Red Drum, Flounder, Spot, Croaker, Speckled Trout
- Knotts Island, NC: Yellow Perch, White Perch
- Freshwater/Virginia Beach: Largemouth Bass
- Freshwater/Halifax, NC: Black Crappie, Bream



Leadership Notes...

Fellow Norfolk Anglers,

The Clean the Bay Day is the first Saturday in June (June 7th)! We're
meeting at the East Ocean View Community Center 9520 20th Bay St, Norfolk)
at 9:30am to pick up around the children's ball fields, playground, pier, and
shoreline. We'll have gloves, bags, and water for everyone. Join us on
Saturday!

Check the Club Calendar, the summer is going to be a busy month for us.
We'll be calling on your volunteerism to assist with the Children's fishing
program events for July and August. Sign up at the next meeting.

Don't forget on June 1st Recreational Flounder size limit is 17.5" minimum
for Virginia and Maryland, Delaware too if you're passionate enough to chase
them that far north...Good Luck.

On The Cover: Photo from the Norfolk
Anglers Club Children's Headboat fishing
trip aboard the Nancy Ann. The Ocean
View Community Center Children's fishing
trips are sponsored by the Virginia
Saltwater Recreational Fishing Development
Fund and the Norfolk Anglers Club.

Meeting

Guest Speaker: Pat Geer, Chief Fisheries Management Division,
Virginia Marine Resources Commission

We're very pleased to welcome Chief Pat Geer to our June meeting.
The Division's goal is to provide the maximum benefit and long-term

use of the Commonwealth's finfish and crustacean resources
through conservation and enhancement. Chief Geer and his
division coordinate with other State and Federal Fisheries managers
to carry out State policies affecting saltwater fisheries - recreational
and commercial in Virginia's tidal waters.

Important:
June 16, 2025 at 7:00pm
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Club Calendar

June
Sat, Jun 7th: Clean the Bay Day at East Ocean View Recreation
Center, 9:30am, 9520 20th Bay St, Norfolk
Tues, Jun 10th; Children's Headboat Trip and Cookout
Mon, Jun 16th; Children's Headboat Trip and Cookout
Mon, Jun 16th; Norfolk Anglers Club Regular Meeting, Boil Bay
Seafood City, Norfolk
Tue, Jun 24th: Virginia Marine Resources Commission
meeting, 380 Fenwick Rd, Ft Monroe, VA
Thur, Jun 26th; NPS Children's Surf Fishing Clinic, Back Bay WR
Mon, Jun 30th; Children's Headboat Trip and Cookout

July
Thur, Jul 10th; NPS Children's Surf Fishing Clinic, Back Bay WR

Mon, Jul 14th; Children's Headboat Trip and Cookout

Mon, Jul 21st; Norfolk Anglers Club Regular Meeting, Boil Bay
Seafood City, Norfolk

Mon, Jul 21st; Children's Headboat Trip and Cookout

Tue, Jun 22nd: Virginia Marine Resources Commission
meeting, 380 Fenwick Rd, Ft Monroe, VA

Thur, Jul 24th; NPS Children's Surf Fishing Clinic,
Back Bay WR




Club Members Tournament
for 2025

Redfish "Spots" Tournament

Rules

- Must be a Norfolk Anglers Club Member
- Tournament for fish caught between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025
- Must have the Norfolk Anglers Club decal in the photo with the fish on a measuring device* showing the total
length of the fish. See NAC Prize Fish Contest Rules for measuring info. *Entries received with decal and no
measurement can only be judged by number of spots. Photo entries without a decal or measurement tape are not
accepted.
- Red Drum/Redfish up to 26 inches in length only and caught in Virginia and North Carolina waters
- Awards determined by 1st: number of Spots (on one side), 2nd: Largest Fish up to 26 inches, 3rd: Date of Catch
- Entries submitted on the Club Prize Fish Entry Form with photo (can be sent electronically to;
NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com
- No entry fee except the cost of the decal ($1)
- $50.00 Gift Card to the 1st Place Angler, $25.00 Gift Card for the 2nd Place Angler.

Entries to date: Alex Perez (1), Will Bransom (1)

Oyster Toadfish Tournament

Rules

- Must be a Norfolk Anglers Club Member
- Tournament for fish caught between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025
- Awards determined by;

1. Total Weight

2. Date of catch

3. Date of entry submission
- Additional Award for Best Oyster Toad Photo
- Entries submitted by email to NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com
in the form of a Fishing Report; who was fishing, stating total
weight, with photo of the fish on the scale
- Weighing need not be on a certified scale and may be done
by the angler, just try an avoid weighing fish on a pitching boat
- No entry fee (we would never charge a fee for catching Toads)
- Winners will be determined by our Tournament Director

Alex "AJ" Perez, Jr.
Oyster Toadfish Tournament Director (TOTTD)

Entries to date: None...yet!
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Cobia Fishing with Chris Harris

Until 2008 anchoring up and putting out buckets of chum was
the standard practice for catching cobia. Chumming was
messy, costly, and locked you into a single spot to draw in the
cobia, and of course it came with extras like sharks and rays.
Chris credits Ben Shepard with introducing him to sight casting for cobia around that time after spotting him casting
from rigged ladder on his boat. Since then local fabricators have been designing and installing full size towers and
half towers rigged with helm controls and rod holders. Chris fishes from a 18.5ft Sea Pro equipped with a half tower
and credits the elevated casting platform with a greater ability to spot cobia farther away as well as increasing your
casting distance. Chris shared, chumming cobia is still an effective method but the flexibility of being able to move
around to find the fish, especially if you're networking with other anglers on the water to locate schools of fish, can't
be beat.

Rods & Reels

Chris will be the first to tell you there's a lot of choices when it comes to rod/reel combos. It's largely an anglers
choice with what they want to use for cobia with price ranges from relatively inexpensive to the high end custom
setups. Chris uses a Shimano Terez 6'9" (TZS69M) which is a medium fast action rod. It's the lightest weight rod to
hold and is exceptional tough. A second rod choice is the Temple Fork Outfitters (www.tforods.com) Tactical
Inshore 8ft rod (TAC IS 806-1). That's right an eight foot rod! Chris points out the

longer rod provides much greater casting distance. Spinning reels will likely be your

most expensive component. One of the reels Chris uses is the Shimano Saragosa 6000

spinning reel. No matter your reel selections, pick one that's durable and give special

considerations to the handle. Cobia are powerful fish and a reel with a good drag,

smooth operation, and a good comfortable handle is important. He recommends you

check out GOMEXUS (www.gomexus.com) for custom reel parts like replacement

handles.

Photo courtesy www.gomexus.com

Live Bait, Jigs, and Lures

Chris' top three choices for catching cobia with live bait; menhaden,
menhaden, and menhaden! He shared there's no better choice than live
menhaden. Chris will rig live bait with a 4/0 VMC treble hook with one hookpoint
inserted forward of the dorsal fin. He'll then apply a R&R Tackle rubber rigging
band around the bait, under the gill plate, and over the treble hook (Photo lower
left) to help secure the hook. He shared that compared to using circle hooks or
J-hooks, treble hooks provide the best chance of
successfully hooking the cobia.

Photo courtesy Chris Harris

Other live bait options include Spot, Croaker, and Pinfish,
and yes Eels too. In his experience these other bait options
work fine. As with any live bait the challenge is keeping the
fresh and active. Chris doesn't favor Eels for live baiting.
He shared too many times once rigged they're get tangled

1 1
Phofo courtesy Chs Harrs up and aren't ready to cast when needed. There's also the
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cost factor with buying eels, all other live bait can be easily caught before the trip. On Chris' Sea Pro he's rigged
a bait bucket with a supply line from the water washdown and another drain line overboard. Continually
circulating seawater through the bucket keeps the live bait ready for use pre-rigged in the bucket.

Artificial lures are mainly suspending Twitchbaits & Jointed baits and Jig-Heads
such as the Yo-Zuri 3D Inshore Twitchbait and the Rapala X-Rap® Jointed Shad
pictured left. The Yo-Zuri lure is designed to slowly sink and when worked will
present an erratic darting action during a twitch & pause retrieve. The Rapala
Jointed Shad is a near-neutral buoyancy lure with an exaggerated swimming
motion and a slight rise when paused. Fish these artificial lures in front of the
cobia. "Make them Mad" Chris shared to entice a reaction strike.

Jig-Heads provide lots of options for the angler. They come in every weight,
color, shape and size it seems. Compared with the cost of artificial lures and
bucktails, jig-heads are a lower cost option with lots of customization and they
are very effective on cobia! Chris' choice of jig-heads come from Jigged Up
Unlimited (www.jiggedupunlimited.com) and are "Big Rig Jig", 1.5 ounce,

Yo-Zuri 3D Inshore Twitchbait

Photo courtesy www.yo-zuri.com

Rapala X-Rap® Jointed Shad

Photo courtesy www.rapala.com

2X strong 8/0 hooks. He'll dress them up with inexpensive skirts and attach a curly tail, swim tail, or paddle tail
A rigging tip Chris shared when attaching soft rubber tails to jig-heads
is to apply super glue to the hook shank before sliding the rubber tail
into the final position. It will help to keep the rubber tail on the hook
after repeated strikes. Another tip is to apply Pro-Cure bait scent to the

lure.

Working jigs on cobia Chris advises to rip it past the cobia's nose with

sharp jerks keeping the lure
near the surface during the
entire retrieve back to the
boat. If there are no strikes
on the jig-head let it free fall
out of sight, pause, and then
jig & pause all the way back.
Once you have the cobia's
attention they will often

follow the lure down and the repeated jig-pause action will draw a strike. He shared to not let the cobia "nose the
bait" and don't give up on the retrieve. Cobia have been known to follow your retrieve all the way back.

Advice for Cobia Anglers

- Best advice for new Cobia Anglers - Hire a Local Guide.
There are many excellent Guides with local knowledge,
tips, and techniques to make you a better angler.

- Live Baiting #1 Choice
- Have Confidence in what you're presenting

- Have a game plan before you leave (live bait, artificial
lures, areas to fish)




Norfolk Anglers Club Prize Fish Entries
1 January - 31 May 2025

Freshwater Saltwater
Species Name (#Entries) Species Name (#Entries)
Crappie James Eisenhower (8) Red Drum Mary Troutner (1)
Bill Seemueller (1)
Black Drum Henry Troutner (1)
Largemouth Bass Bill Seemueller (3)
Mike Rheinhart (8)
Chain Pickerel Bill Seemueller (1) ****\firginia Saltwater Tournament (Saltwater) or
Department of Wildlife Resources (Freshwater) Citation
Gar Bill Seemueller (1) paperwork or the Norfolk Anglers Club Prize Fish entry
form must be submitted to James "lke" Eisenhower via
White Perch Bill Seemueller (5) email to NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com

Yellow Perch Bill Seemueller (3)



Speckled Trout

Club Members Tournament
May 1st - November 30th 2025

- This is a Norfolk Anglers Club Members tournament running from May 1st until November 30th
- Targeted Species is Speckled Trout (any length)

- $10 Entry Fee due before fishing

- For fish caught in Virginia and/or North Carolina waters only

- This is a Total Length Tournament Only

- Winner determined by; 1. Total Length of fish, 2. Date of Catch, 3. Date of entry submission

- 1st Place $50 Gift Card and 2nd Place $25 Gift Card

- All fishing must be in accordance with State fishing regulations for recreational anglers

- Entries must be submitted via the Norfolk Anglers Prize Fish Entry Form (Available at

www.NorfolkAnglersClub.com) and submitted by email to NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com

May 1: Hoping for some Puppy Drum action, John Curry,
Mary & | headed to the mouth of the Chuckatuck. The
weather was beautiful. Instead of schools of Reds we were
met by schools of Rays. Hundreds of Rays invade this area
every spring. | guess they are spawning. As much as we try
to avoid them we always manage to hook into a few. At
least they provide some pulling. Other than a couple Rays
and Croakers the fishing was slow.

- Henry Troutner

May 10 & 15: Mike Rheinhart fishing Lake Archway
in Virginia Beach has been catching largemouth
bass up to 20.5" using plastic worms.






May 22: Bill Seemueller fishing Mackay Island Wildlife
Refuge in Knotts Island, NC landed a few prize fish White
Perch up to 11" and Yellow Perch up to 11.5"

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________J
May 19: I launched from Haven Creek boat ramp in Norfolk and ran over to
the Monitor Merrimac Bridge Tunnel (MMBT). While fishing an out going tide
and using frozen shrimp by the pilings | caught Spot, Croaker, and a 26 inch
Black Drum. | watched a 25-28 inch Bluefish chase a hooked croaker to the
boat as well. The bite slowed down so | ran back to Tanners Point by
Norfolk International Terminals (NIT). | fished the end of the outgoing to the
beginning of the incoming tide using frozen shrimp on one rod and a 1/8
ounce jig head combined with a three inch Z man curly tail on another rod.
| caught six Red Drum up to 26 inches. One of the Drum was previously

tagged and the return data showed that it had been originally tagged in
Rudee Inlet 61 days before | caught and released it again. It had grown one
inch. - Alex Perez

May 24: | returned to NIT with Bill
Hamilton and Dan Moore where we
fished the incoming tide using
plastic grubs and three inch Gulp
Shrimp on jig heads. We steadily
caught Red Drum from 16 to 26
inches until the tide slowed down to
the slack.

- Alex Perez



May 30: Mark Haskett Scott Dadian, Will and | met up on a rainy Friday morning with a
plan to fish the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel for tautog (catch & release) and
flounder. The rain stopped as we got underway but most of the morning was clear
with ominous clouds over Cape Henry and moving out to sea and away from us. Our
first stop was the 2nd Island and we found hungry tautogs with fiddler crabs and blue
crab bait. All were tagged and released for the Virginia Game Fish Tagging Program.
Ned hooked the largest Taug at 17". We moved around to a few pilings but the
combination of tide and wind made close work on the pilings challenging. We moved
further down to the 4th Island hoping to find the flounder
before moving the "The Bend". No flounder for this trip,
we were able to tag a few undersized black sea bass before

heading in.

- Mike Hubert

Apr 18: Bert Sainz, Burt Whitt and | fished Lake
Rudee for Specks and Puppy Drum. We went
early expecting the parking lot to be full and it
was. Water temp was in the 60s with low winds
and sunny skies. We fished a few spots before
finding the fish. Bert and Burt were throwing
mostly Berkley shrimp and | was using 4 in.
paddle tails with a piece of shrimp bite on the
hook. For the next 2 hours mostly small pups,
specks, and blues ate our bait. At the end of the
day we caught 35 to 40 pups (2 were keepers), a
half dozen small specks, a few blues and 1 black
drum. Great to be out on the water again.

- Ned Smith

Rudee Inlet Public Boat Ramp (Owl Creek)
Construction Coming Soon






Back Bay Wildlife Refuge Summer Children's Surf Fishing Clinic

Looking for a new beach fishing experience this summer? Back Bay Wildlife Refuge will be hosting
their Summer Fishing Clinics beginning in June. No previous fishing experience is needed. All the
fishing gear is provided and local angling clubs will be there to help out. This program is open to

children 7-15 years old and runs from 9-noon. Pre-Registration is required as these events fill up fast. Register
online at https://forms.office.com/g/EPG1ZG7GTT beginning April 15th. Or call (757)301-7329 ext 3106.
2025 Dates are; June 26, July 10, July 24, August 7, and August 21.

Cobia Season Opens June 15th

The 2025 Cobia season opens on June 15th until Sept 20th; 43-inch minimum size limit (measured Total Length);
1-fish daily possession limit per person or 2-fish daily vessel limit, whichever is more restrictive; gaffing fish is
prohibited.

Work planned for the period of May 1 — May 31
Lease Area Activities
¢ Monopile (MP) installation resumed in early May with ORION.
- The HOS BLACKHAWK & HOS BENELLI will provide support with Double Big Bubble Curtains (DBBC).
- The GO EXPLORER, GO PURSUIT, & TM DILIGENCE will provide Protected Species Observer (PSO)
support.
¢ The Uncrewed Surface Vessel (USV) DOLPHINO1, operated remotely from the ORION, will be conducting
periodic survey operations.
¢ The HOS BRIARWOOD will support commissioning work on OSS #2.
¢ Pin Pile installation for OSS #3 is planned to commence in late May with ORION.
- Installation will be supported by barge JULIE B and tugs OCEAN WAVE and ALERT.
e The M/V YELLOWSTONE will continue installing scour (rock) protection at the foundation bases.

Cable Installation & Seabed Prep
e The CLB ULISSE & LIVING STONE will continue nearshore cable #4, #5, and #8 installation from the shore
landing to ~12-nautical miles offshore. The USCG has established a moving Safety Zone with a 1000-yard radius
surrounding the ULISSE while this work is ongoing.
- They will be supported by anchor handling tugs, cable handling vessels, diver support vessels, and
dedicated safety vessels.
e Cable #4 Omega Jointing, southeast of the “CB-Bouy” marking the Chesapeake Bay deepwater channel
entrance, is planned for the end of the month.
- Mariners are advised to exercise caution when transiting in the vicinity of the Omega Jointing operations,
the installation vessel is extremely limited in maneuverability due to cable jointing activity.
e Survey and Pre-Lay Grapnel Run (PLGR) activities will continue for IAC routes throughout the month.




CVOW Project Boundary

Wind Turbine &
Offshore
Substation
Installation Status
as of 30 April 2025






