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Leadership Notes...
Fellow Norfolk Anglers,

  May is a great time to get out and fish!  Black Sea Bass and Blueline Tilefish 
seasons open in mid-month, the weather is nice, and if the wind machine 
would give a break...  There's been consistent Puppy Drum action all spring 
and a few reports of Speckled Trout showing up.  The Tautog bite has come 
early and there's lots of reports of nice fish at the CBBT and inshore wrecks.  
Remember to be safe out on the water, considerate of others, and send us 
your Prize Fish entries and fishing reports.

  Check the Club Calendar, June is going to be a busy month for us.  We'll be 
calling on your volunteerism to assist with the Children's fishing program 
events.  Sign up at the next meeting.

      Will
      

Meeting
Guest Speaker: Cobia Fishing with Chris Harris, 
 We're very pleased to welcome Chris Harris to our May meeting.  
Chris is a Virginia Master Angler and avid Virginia Game Fish 
Tagging Volunteer who will be sharing his expertise catching 
cobia.
     

On The Cover:  Photo from Captain Austin 
Hayne with FINAO Sportfishing.

      

Important: 
May 19, 2025 at 7:00pm
NAC Meeting at Boil Bay 
Seafood City, Norfolk, VA



Club Calendar
May

  Mon, May 19th; Norfolk Anglers Club Regular Meeting, Boil Bay 
    Seafood City, Norfolk
   Tue, May 27th; Virginia Marine Resources Commission   
    meeting, 380 Fenwick Rd, Ft Monroe, VA

June
  Sat, Jun 7th: Clean the Bay Day at East Ocean View Recreation  
    Center, 9:30am, 9520 20th Bay St, Norfolk
  Tues, Jun 10th; Children's Headboat Trip and Cookout
  Mon, Jun 16th; Children's Headboat Trip and Cookout
  Mon, Jun 16th; Norfolk Anglers Club Regular Meeting, Boil Bay 
    Seafood City, Norfolk
   Tue, Jun 24th: Virginia Marine Resources Commission    
    meeting, 380 Fenwick Rd, Ft Monroe, VA
  Thur, Jun 26th; NPS Children's Surf Fishing Clinic, Back Bay WR
  Mon, Jun 30th; Children's Headboat Trip and Cookout



Club Members Tournament 
for 2025

Redfish "Spots" Tournament
Rules

- Must be a Norfolk Anglers Club Member
- Tournament for fish caught between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025
- Must have the Norfolk Anglers Club decal in the photo with the fish on a measuring device* showing the total 
length of the fish. See NAC Prize Fish Contest Rules for measuring info. *Entries received with decal and no 
measurement can only be judged by number of spots.  Photo entries without a decal or measurement tape are not 
accepted.
- Red Drum/Redfish up to 26 inches in length only and caught in Virginia and North Carolina waters
- Awards determined by 1st: number of Spots (on one side), 2nd: Largest Fish up to 26 inches, 3rd: Date of Catch
- Entries submitted on the Club Prize Fish Entry Form with photo (can be sent electronically to; 
NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com
- No entry fee except the cost of the decal ($1)
- $50.00 Gift Card to the 1st Place Angler, $25.00 Gift Card for the 2nd Place Angler.
     Entries to date: Alex Perez (1), Will Bransom (1)

Oyster Toadfish Tournament
Rules

- Must be a Norfolk Anglers Club Member
- Tournament for fish caught between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025
- Awards determined by; 
 1. Total Weight 
 2. Date of catch 
 3. Date of entry submission
- Additional Award for Best Oyster Toad Photo
- Entries submitted by email to NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com 
in the form of a Fishing Report; who was fishing, stating total 
weight, with photo of the fish on the scale
- Weighing need not be on a certified scale and may be done 
by the angler, just try an avoid weighing fish on a pitching boat
- No entry fee (we would never charge a fee for catching Toads)
- Winners will be determined by our Tournament Director 

Alex "AJ" Perez, Jr. 
Oyster Toadfish Tournament Director (TOTTD)

     Entries to date: None...yet!
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  With the 2025 bluefin tuna bite so close to Cape Henry, it got a lot of anglers 
dreaming about landing their own giant bluefin tuna right off the beach.  
However, and as James Carroll explained, there's a lot of planning and 
coordination needed before hitting the water.  He added, the fight for a bluefin 
tuna begins long before loading the boat. In fact, a successful fight is won or lost at the rigging table preparing your 
rigs.  James stressed, it's not only about having the right boat to safely fish off the coast, the correct size rod/reels, 
lines & leaders, it's also about the terminal tackle and how you prepare it.  Tuna are powerful fish, and quality tackle 
and propper rigging technique are necessary to land one. 

       Start with matching the crimp size to your 
     line/leader size.  Most leader packages will have the 
     correct crimp size on the package.  When crimping 
     use the correct jaw setting on the crimp tool (photo 
     right) and crimp only once.  Applying more than one 
     crimp will weaken the overall crimp strength or damage 
     the line.  James will use fluorocarbon leader between 
     180-200 pound strength.  His bluefin tuna leaders are 
     about 30 feet in length.  He recommends using line 
     chafe sleeves when rigging, also of the correct size.  
     For joining leader and mainline (150#) he prefers the 
     SPRO Wind-On Swivels.  He recommends checking to 
make absolutely sure they will easily feed through all of your rod guides.  By selecting 
high quality and correct size terminal tackle you will minimize the chance of breaking off 
a catch of a lifetime.  The Mustad 10/0 7691DT hook is his preferred hook for bluefin tuna.  
He stressed, you need a larger hook for better hooksets because the fish's lip is large 
and the wider hook gap makes for a better set.   The Mustad 7691DT has the large hook 
         gap with the hook point angled slightly toward the shank.

           Rigging your ballyhoo to bare hooks or in combination with a skirt 
            requires delicate handling.  Thaw your bait package out slowly, don't try to 
         force the baits apart, and never soak them in freshwater, James advises.    
         Avoid too much handling to prevent damaging the scales.  Keep them flat 
         once rigged and avoid placing anything (including ice bags) on top of them.  
         When rigging them to your setup on the boat, avoid handling the baits with 
         sunscreen soaked hands. 

           For those anglers who fish on diesel vessels, James advises to keep your 
         rod/reels and rigs inside during the outbound trip.  Diesel exhaust contains 
         quite a bit of soot and that soot can unknowingly coat you gear and line.  
         You want to fish gear that's clean and free of contaminants that includes 
         your ballyhoo rigs.

           The rod/reel setups for bluefin tuna fishing need to be substantial.  Quality 
         reels with a good drag system and line capacity are a must.      

Bluefin Tuna Fishing with James Carroll, 
Goin' Anyways Sport Fishing

Photo courtesy of Virginia Marine Resources Commission
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Reels in the 80-130 wide class are common, and Penn International and Shimano Tiagra are the most common 
found.  James will set his drag settings to 35-40 pounds at the Strike setting.  He advises that drag setting can tell 
you a lot after the initial hook set.  He explained that with 35-40# of drag on the fish and it continues to strip line 
from the reel you are very likely going to have a giant bluefin tuna and you may not be able to retain that fish 
because of NMFS regulations.  On the other hand, if only occasionally the fish strips line, the fish is likely a slot 
size tuna and can most often be retained.  Once hooked set the drag to strike and fight the fish! He advises to 
don't back the drag down unless you have to move the rod.  He recommends to always fight the fish with the bend 
in the rod and try and make a quick landing.  Bluefin tuna are a warm-blooded fish and the longer and harder the 
fight the more their body heats up and develops lactic acid in the muscle tissue.  A short fight, quickly bleeding the 
fish, and cooling it down are very important to preserve the quality of the meat.

  Goin' Anyways Sport Fishing uses a six rig spread and trolls at 5-7 knots.  He'll position two baits about 75 yards 
from the stern, another two 150 yards back, and the remaining two at 250 yards and 300 yards (see diagram 
below).  These can be skirted lures or plain ballyhoo.  If using skirts he recommends varying the colors.  A favored 
weighted/skirted lure are the heavier Joe Shute style lures rigged with a ballyhoo or a RonZü rubber eel.  He's 
also used in-line trolling sinkers (24oz - 64oz) and planers (#24) to keep lures down in the water column.  

  Once hooked up with a bluefin quickly clear the other rods.  If multiple hook ups happen and lines are crossed 
        it's likely going to result in lines getting cutoff.  He recommends using rod swivels in 
        the rod holder.  They make keeping the rod pointed directly at the fish and eliminate 
        the need to remove the rod from the holder 
        while fighting the fish.  Two other 
        considerations; reinforced rod holders with 
        backing plates, and always use a rod leash.

          James shared, don't ever underestimate the 
        power of a bluefin tuna.  They are the most 
        powerful fish you're ever going to hook off 
        Virginia!   

j
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Goin' Anyways Sport Fishing

Trolling Speed 5-7 knots



Species Name (#Entries) Species Name (#Entries)
Crappie James Eisenhower (8)

Bill Seemueller (1)

Largemouth Bass Bill Seemueller (3)
Mike Rheinhart (5)

Chain Pickerel Bill Seemueller (1)

Gar Bill Seemueller (1)

White Perch Bill Seemueller (4)

Yellow Perch Bill Seemueller (2)

Freshwater Saltwater

Norfolk Anglers Club Prize Fish Entries
1 January - 30 April 2025

For the 2025 Tournaments, ALL entries need to be 
submitted to NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com

Documentation from Virginia or North Carolina Fisheries 
or Wildlife agencies, as well as, the Norfolk Anglers Club 

Prize Fish paperwork is acceptable.

****Virginia Saltwater Tournament (Saltwater) or 
Department of Wildlife Resources (Freshwater) 
Citation paperwork or the Norfolk Anglers Club 
Prize Fish entry form must be submitted to James 
"Ike" Eisenhower via email to 
NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com



Speckled Trout
Club Members Tournament

May 1st - November 30th 2025

 - This is a Norfolk Anglers Club Members tournament running from May 1st until November 30th
 - Targeted Species is Speckled Trout (any length) 
 - $10 Entry Fee due before fishing
 - For fish caught in Virginia and/or North Carolina waters only
 - This is a Total Length Tournament Only
 - Winner determined by; 1. Total Length of fish, 2. Date of Catch, 3. Date of entry submission
 - 1st Place $50 Gift Card and 2nd Place $25 Gift Card
 - All fishing must be in accordance with State fishing regulations for recreational anglers
 - Entries must be submitted via the Norfolk Anglers Prize Fish Entry Form (Available at   
   www.NorfolkAnglersClub.com) and submitted by email to NorfolkAnglersClub@gmail.com

Apr 14: The wind just won’t give us a break so, Mary & I took the skiff to the 
sheltered waters of Owl Creek to try for some Red Drum.  We fished the 
outgoing current with various paddle tails and frozen Shrimp but couldn’t 
get a bite.  Finally just as we were getting ready to leave I caught and 
released a Bluefish.  At least we don’t have skunk on the boat.  Although we 
heard the bite was on and there were about 25 boats & kayaks fishing near 
us, we only saw 2 Bluefish caught. 

      - Henry Troutner 

Congratulations to all the Anglers completing 
their tagging workshop and joining the Virginia 
Game Fish Tagging Program!  We're glad to 
have you supporting our fishries!





Apr 5: Josh McGilly and I fished Owls Creek during the falling tide.  
Josh broke the ice with a 27 inch Red Drum caught on a Red Fin lure 
and we continued to slowly pick away at drum up to 31.5 inches 
using 3 inch grubs, 4 inch swim baits, blue crab, and frozen shrimp.  
We fished the oyster beds along the bank, in a spot that produced for 
me a week before.  We noticed kayakers steadily catching reds about 
30 yards to the west of us.  When they left, they offered the spot to us 
and we moved in to continue catching like the kayakers were.  It’s 
funny what a difference a few feet of shoreline can make.  Water 
temperature was 53 degrees.     
       - Alex Perez

Apr 24:  After an earlier venture to catch togs this week provided only lots 
of “shorts” I decided to try fishing Lynnhaven Inlet for flounder.  The 
afternoon winds were a bit stiff and the current was ripping as usual.  The 
water temp was still only 63 degrees.  But I setup to drift and jig in the 
area in front of the tennis courts.  Had only one hit all afternoon but it was 
a good one.  Netted a 20” flounder!  I was told by couple of guys this was 
the first flounder they had heard was caught in Lynnhaven this season.

     - Vince Garrenton

Apr 24: Even with the predicted steady ENE wind it was a beautiful day on 
the water.  Mary, Marty Schriebl and I launched the Shamrock at Crab 
Creek a bout 8:30AM.  We headed straight to the Cape Henry Wreck to 
catch the current before it got to fast.  At the same time we arrived, Mike 
Hubert and a couple other NAC members were setting up on the wreck.  
We fished till a out 11AM catching & tagging a few short Tog, Sea Bass 
and of course Toad Fish.  We moved to the bridge side of the 2nd Island 
and didn’t get a bite so we moved to the Big D.  There we got a flurry of 
bites landing a few more Tog and Sea Bass.  We headed in about 1:30PM 
having tagged 9 Tog and 2 Sea Bass.  The fish were caught 
on Fiddlers and Clams.  - Henry Troutner



Apr 5: Jere & Jennifer Humphrey 
fishing in Halifax North Carolina.  They 
cleaned up on the Largemouth Bass, 
Shell Crackers and Crappie!



Apr 4: Jere Humphrey set out 
for an afternoon at the CBBT 
and brought home four 16" 
Tautog.

Apr 13: I returned to Owls Creek to fish the same shoreline and I used 3 inch 
grubs and 4 inch swim baits during the falling tide.  Red Drum up to 25 inches 
bit better on the smaller grubs which even enticed a 22 inch Black Drum.  All 
fish were tagged and released for the Virginia Game Fish Tagging Program.  
Water temperature was 54 degrees.
     - Alex Perez

Apr 24: Wes Waters, Mark Hasket and I took 
my 23' Sea Pro out for a season opening 
shakedown and Tautog fishing trip. We were 
headed to the Cape Henry Wreck. It was the 
first time Wes had gone tog fishing. Slack 
current was at 9:51am

 We left out of Cove Marina on Little Creek 
Amphib base. Traffic was heavy getting on 
base as we intended to be under way at 
about 8:30am.

 The boat's HPDI 250 ran strong and weather 
conditions allowed about a 35kt speed to 
CHW.  On the way out we saw Henry and 
Mary Troutner on their way too.

 We got there with the current slowing and 
were able to fish till about 11 before the 
current made it too hard to fish. Wes and I 
caught some tog nice sea bass and toad fish. 
Poor ole Mark was the toad king that day.
 We fished until about noon which was when 
the Rhodan battery died.

   - Mike Hubert



Cobia Regulations set for 2025
The 2025 Cobia season opens on June 15th until Sept 20th; 43-inch minimum size limit (measured Total Length); 
1-fish daily possession limit per person or 2-fish daily vessel limit, whichever is more restrictive; gaffing fish is 
prohibited.

At their March 25th Commission Meeting, VMRC amended the cobia regulations in response to an Atlantic States 
Fisheries Management Commission (ASFMC) requirement for a 16% reduction.  This reduction in recreational 
harvest was applied to the Northern Regional Management Area (Virginia and Northern states) and applies to all the 
states in the regional management area.  The new regulation eliminates the 1 over 50" regulation in Virginia  and 
extends the season an additional 5 days in September.

Back Bay Wildlife Refuge Summer Children's Surf Fishing Clinic
      Looking for a new beach fishing experience this summer?  Back Bay Wildlife Refuge will be hosting 
    their Summer Fishing Clinics beginning in June.  No previous fishing experience is needed.  All the 
    fishing gear is provided and local angling clubs will be there to help out.  This program is open to 
children 7-15 years old and runs from 9-noon.  Pre-Registration is required as these events fill up fast. Register 
online at https://forms.office.com/g/EPG1ZG7GTT beginning April 15th. Or call (757)301-7329 ext 3106.  
2025 Dates are; June 26, July 10, July 24, August 7, and August 21. 

The 2025 Black Sea Bass season opens on May 15th and remains open through July 15th.  It reopens on 
August 4th and remains open through the rest of the calendar year.  Possession limit is 15 fish per person/per day 
with a minimum size of 13.00 inches.

   

Black Sea Bass Season Opens May 15th

Recreational Blueline Tilefish Season Opens May 15th!
         Blueline Tilefish season opens on May 15th in the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
         Council area (Northward of the VA/NC line in federal waters (3nm-200nm).  For the  
              MAFMC area the season will remain open until November 15th.  Anglers are reminded 
         there is a Federal fisheries permit required to participate in the recreational fishery and it 
comes with a required reporting requirement.  Possession limits for a Private (not-for-hire) vessel is 3 per person, 
for a Charter (for-hire, uninspected vessel) it's 5 per person, and for a Charter (for-hire, inspected vessel) it's 7 per 
person.  Review the following page for additional recreational tilefish program information.  



ATTENTION TILEFISH ANGLERS!

Blueline and Golden Tilefish Permitting and Reporting Requirements

Our Tilefish Fishery

¡ Both blueline (or gray) and golden tilefish 
are popular targets for offshore anglers in the 
Northeast and Mid-Atlantic.

¡ Recreational fishermen are thought to 
account for a sizable amount of harvest for 
both species.

Management Challenges

¡ Due to their deep-water habitat and 
unique life-history both tilefish are considered 
"data-poor," making effective management 
challenging.

¡ It is particularly difficult to estimate how 
many tilefish are harvested by private anglers.

¡ Fishery scientists and managers urgently 
need to understand how many anglers target 
tilefish, how much time they spend fishing, 
and how many fish they catch to better 
assess these species' overall health and 
ensure a strong fishery into the future.

If you own or operate a private 
recreational vessel and target tilefish 
from Virginia northward, you are required 
to possess a free recreational tilefish 
permit and submit a trip report within 
24 hours of returning to port from a 
tilefish trip. Here's how to stay legal.

Step 1: Get a Permit

j The free annual permit helps managers understand the 
potential "universe" of tilefish anglers.  It is required for both 
private vessels and for-hire vessels fishing privately.

j This is a vessel permit; you do not need to obtain it if fishing on 
some else's vessel.

j To obtain the permit, visit the NOAA Fisheries' Fish Online 
website, create an account, and apply for a 
Private Recreational Tilefish Permit.

j Fishing for/keeping tilefish without a permit 
can result in a civil violation of $500.

Plan Ahead: The permit can take up to 30 days 
to be issued, so be sure to apply well before 
your first trip targeting tilefish this season.

j Vessel owners/operators must submit electronic 
trip reports for all trips on which tilefish are 
targeted, even if you didn't catch or keep any fish.

j A mobile app called eFin Logbook has been 
developed for tilefish reporting.

       j Download the app to your smartphone 
  or tablet and log in using your Fish Online 
  credentials.

       j After each trip, submit key information such 
  as: number of anglers, time spent fishing, 
  and number of tilefish kept/discarded.

Remember:  Trip reports must be submitted within 
24 hours of returning to port from any trip on 
which you fished for tilefish, even if also you 
targeted other species.

Step 2: Submit Trip Reports

The Data That YOU Report 
Will Help Ensure Healthy Fisheries 

for Years to Come




